Women in Cleantech Challenge
APPLICANT GUIDE

INTRODUCTION
Women are a powerful force in Canada’s innovation economy, but are significantly underrepresented in the area of clean technology. It’s time to change that.
The Women In Cleantech Challenge will identify top female innovators from across the
country who are developing technologies to tackle the world’s most daunting energy and
environmental challenges.
Following a national call and expert selection process, five women will be chosen to
participate in an intensive three-year program, during which they’ll get business advice,
and the technical and financial support they need to grow and succeed as cleantech
entrepreneurs, including an opportunity to work with federal labs and researchers.
Our collective mission:

Rapidly advance breakthrough ideas into market-ready clean
technology products with the potential for global impact.
At the conclusion of the challenge, we will award $1 million to the woman-led venture that
has made the most progress advancing her technology and growing her business. We will
also continue to support her venture through the commercialization journey that follows.
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CHALLENGE OBJECTIVES
1. Seek out the best, most driven women innovators.
2. Have them tackle “hard tech” with the biggest potential for impact.
3. Require, but also enable, their complete dedication to the mission.
4. Leverage existing federal research assets and networks of expertise, maximizing use of existing
public resources to accelerate advancement of their R&D.
5. Build support for their success – via a curated mix of mentorship, educational programming and
access to market intelligence.
6. Make timely connections to the investors and corporate partners that matter.

WHY APPLY?
We are looking for Canada’s best, most driven female innovators who are ready to dedicate nearly three
years to tackling hard technology challenges that have the potential for major impact.
If selected as part of the five-competitor cohort, you will be invited to Toronto, where you will receive:
●

A lead business advisor and lead technical advisor to guide you as you build your business and
develop your product.

●

No-cost opportunity to work with a federal government lab facility that is matched to your specific
R&D needs.

●

A business mentor to provide guidance and advice during your journey.

●

An annual $115,000 stipend to cover living expenses and the travel costs for program events, lab
visits and meetings with potential investors, customers and partners. This stipend will allow
participants to dedicate 100 per cent of their time to developing their technology, building a business,
and growing as a cleantech entrepreneur.

●

Access to the market intelligence, talent, communications and educational support services offered
through MaRS Discovery District, a major innovation hub based in Toronto.

●

Curated introductions to domestic and international investors and corporations.

●

Finally, the competitor that has made the most progress at the conclusion of the competition, as
decided by our expert jury, will receive a $1-million award, and the opportunity for ongoing support
and guidance from MaRS Discovery District.
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ELIGIBILITY
There is no cost to apply, but to participate in the Challenge you must be:
●

A woman.

●

A Canadian citizen or permanent resident of Canada.

●

The main technology innovator and individual leading the project.

●

Willing to dedicate yourself full time to the Challenge.

●

Prepared to travel frequently for events, meetings and lab visits, including spending up to 50% of
your time participating in MaRS programs, workshops and events in Toronto.

●

Comfortable with the public nature of this Challenge (i.e. speaking with the media, appearing at
events, etc.)

●

Prepared to register your business venture as a Canadian corporation once accepted into the final
cohort.

In addition to applicant eligibility, your technological innovation should:
●

Fall under the definition of “cleantech,” which for the purposes of this Challenge is defined as
“technology that uses less material and/or energy, generates less waste, and causes less
environmental damage than the alternatives.”

●

Be disruptive and visionary (i.e. not incremental in nature).

●

Be proprietary and/or patentable.

●

Have potential to scale globally for major impact.

Fall within TRL2 and TRL5 on the nine-point Technology Readiness Level spectrum, with:
●

TRL2 marking the beginning of the invention process with a focus on practical applications.

●

TRL3 indicating that active R&D is taking place in a laboratory/controlled setting.

●

TRL4 being basic testing to validate the technology in a laboratory/controlled setting.

●

TRL5 showing early prototype development and testing in a simulated environment.

NOTE: The above can include work done in a university or college environment, as well as innovation
spun out of and in settings such as, corporate laboratories, innovation hubs, private businesses or
personal workshops.
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QUESTIONS ON APPLICATION FORM
For your reference, here are the questions you can expect to be asked on the online application form, found
at www.womenincleantech.ca
1. Contact information:
First Name, Last Name
Street Address, City, Province, Postal Code
Email Address
Home Phone, Cell Phone
2. Are you a woman?
3. Are you a Canadian citizen?
4. Are you a permanent resident of Canada?
5. If selected for this Challenge, are you prepared to build your innovation into a business and register as a
Canadian corporation?
6. If selected for this Challenge, are you prepared to dedicate yourself full time to project/Challenge
activities for the duration of the competition?
7. If selected, are you prepared to travel frequently for this Challenge, including spending up to 50% of your
time at MaRS Discovery District in Toronto (understanding your travel costs will be covered)?
8. If selected, are you willing to be and comfortable with being interviewed by the media and appearing at
public events to promote the Challenge and your business/technology?
9. Which sector(s) will your technology impact most?
10. How would you describe your technology innovation?
11. How would you describe the current state of development of your innovation?
12. What problem(s) do you believe your technology could potentially solve?
13. Who do you consider potential future customers for your technology/product?
14. Who do you imagine your competitors might be?
15. Do you consider your technology to be disruptive or visionary? If “YES” please explain.
16. Is there potential for your technology to be patented?
17. Is your technology potentially scalable (i.e. can it be commercialized and deployed globally for maximum
impact)? If “YES” please explain.
18. Where has development of your technology taken place up until now?
19. How much external investment, if any, have you secured to date for the development of your technology
(i.e. research funding, public grant, angel funding, venture capital, etc.)?
20. Please attach a short bio.
21. Please link to a one-minute YouTube video introducing yourself (including your co-founder, if
applicable).
22. How did you hear about this Challenge?
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SELECTION PROCESS
There are five stages to the Women In Cleantech Challenge, starting with a national recruitment campaign
and concluding three years later with the selection of a final $1-million winner. Here’s how the Challenge will
unfold:
1. Recruitment

Following the launch of a Canada-wide recruitment campaign, applications will be
accepted from May 10, 2018 to July 13, 2018 at midnight (EST), at which time the
application window will formally close.

2. First-Stage
Screening

An evaluation committee, assisted by technical advisors, will review all applications
received and choose a minimum of 25 applicants who will move on to a more indepth second-stage review. These applicants will be contacted in late July.

3. Second-Stage
Screening

During this stage, the short-listed applicants will go through a more thorough
screening process, including an interview (in person or via video conference) with
members of our review committee. The committee will seek answers to three key
questions:
●

Does the proposed technology/project have potential for major impact?

●

Is the applicant capable of fulfilling the requirements of the Challenge, including
an at times grueling work and travel schedule?

●

Can the applicant’s technology/project be sufficiently matched with federal lab
resources?

The review committee will use information collected during this second-stage
screening to select 10 applicants that will compete for a spot in the final five (5)
cohort. These 10 applicants will be notified in late August.

4. Cohort
Selection

The remaining 10 applicants will attend a public pitch event on September 18, 2018
at MaRS Discovery District in Toronto. A jury of six judges will score each pitch
according to a pre-determined scoring methodology. The five applicants with the
highest scores will be announce as the final Challenge Cohort.

5. Graduation /
Selection of
Winner

In winter 2020/21, MaRS will hold a graduation ceremony for the five cohort
participants. MaRS will also award a $1-million prize to the entrepreneur that has
advanced the most during the Challenge and is judged most likely to commercially
succeed, as determined by the jury.

TIMELINE
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JURY
The Challenge jury is composed of prominent women from across Canada. It will be their responsibility to
select our five cohort participants during our finalists pitch event on September 18, 2018 at MaRS Discovery
District in Toronto. They will also reconvene in winter 2020/21 to select our $1-million prize winner. From
time to time, they will also participate in cohort events that are held during the program.
Margaret Atwood (honorary juror)
Margaret Atwood is the author of more than 50 books of
fiction, poetry, and critical essays. Her novels include
The Blind Assassin, winner of the Booker Prize, and
Alias Grace, which won the Giller Prize in Canada and
Premio Mondello in Italy. Other works include The
Robber Bride, Cat’s Eye, and The Handmaid’s Tale,
which is now a TV series with MGM and Hulu. Atwood is
a winner of several high-profile awards, including the
Arthur C. Clarke Award and Prince of Asturias Award for
Literature. She is also a recipient of the Governor
General's Award and inductee into Canada's Walk of
Fame. Less known is that Atwood is the inventor and
developer of the LongPen and associated technologies
that facilitate the remote robotic writing of documents.
She is co-founder and director of Syngrafii, which
produces and distributes the LongPen technology.
Janie C. Béïque
Janie C. Béïque was appointed Chief of Investments
and Strategic Investment Initiatives of the Fonds de
solidarité FTQ in 2017. In this position, she defines the
organization’s strategic direction with respect to
investments. She has held several senior executive
roles in the organization since joining in 2000. Previous
to that, Béïque was a partner at the McCarthy Tétrault
law firm. She received her law degree from Université
de Montréal and an MBA from Georgetown University.
In 2016 she was named an “Innovation Leader” by the
Government of Canada and asked to moderate
roundtables in Québec and the Maritimes with a view to
helping the government develop innovation strategies.
Elicia Maine
Elicia Maine is Academic Director of the Invention to
Innovation (i2I) Program and Professor of Innovation
and Entrepreneurship at the Beedie School of Business
at Simon Fraser University. Maine is founding
educational coordinator for New Ventures BC, and in
2017 was awarded the 2017 TD/Canada Trust
Distinguished Teaching Award. She also serves on the
Boards of Directors of the Foresight Cleantech
Accelerator and of BC Innovation Council’s New
Ventures BC. She holds a PhD in Technology
Management & Materials Engineering from
the University of Cambridge and master’s degrees in
Technology & Policy and Materials Engineering
from MIT.

Humera Malik
Humera Malik is founder and CEO of AI software
venture Canvass Analytics, where she drives the
vision and strategy for changing the way industrial
companies think about and use their data. Malik has
worked for Cingular, AT&T and Bell Enterprise where
she was responsible for defining innovative enterprise
business solutions targeting several key industries –
Transport, Manufacturing, Retail and Energy. She is
involved in various industry associations, and is also a
frequent speaker globally about both technology and
Internet of Things ecosystems. She has received
various recognitions, most recently the Women of
M2M/IoT award
Denise Pothier
Denise Pothier is a chemical engineer by training with
more than 20 years of experience in the energy and
resources sector, where she has worked in areas such
as regulatory compliance, quality assurance and
management systems, process engineering, and risk
assessment. She is currently VP of Practice Services
and Stantec’s first-ever VP of Indigenous Relations.
She has helped develop Stantec’s Diversity and
Inclusion Council for the past decade. Born and raised
in Nova Scotia, with French Acadian and Mi’kmaq
heritage, Pothier sits on the board of directors of
Techsploration and the Canadian Council for
Aboriginal Business (CCAB). She also chairs the
Women in Engineering committee for Engineers Nova
Scotia.
Jennifer Ramsey
Jennifer Ramsey is part of the Innovation and
Entrepreneurship Center at the U.S. Department of
Energy’s National Renewable Energy Laboratory
(NREL) and currently serves as the Energy I-Corps
Program Director. Ramsey supports the clean energy
ecosystem at NREL through programs that connect
entrepreneurs with support resources. Prior to joining
NREL in 2009, she was International Agreements
Administrator and Export Compliance Coordinator for
MPRI, an L-3 Communications Company. In her
previous life, she was a Sergeant in the U.S. Army
with assignments that included First Armored Division
in Germany, Camp Bondsteel in Kosovo, and the
Office of the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff in
the Pentagon.
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQ)
How do I apply?
ANSWER: Visit the Challenge website at www.womenincleantech.ca and click on the Apply Now link, after which you
will be walked through the application process. As part of that process, you will be required to agree to the Challenge
Rules.

What technologies fall under “cleantech” according to Challenge Rules?
ANSWER: Generally, we are looking for disruptive, potentially scalable technologies that use less material and/or
energy, reduce waste, and cause less environmental damage than the alternatives. The chart below gives some
examples of the types of technologies that would be considered:

Can I keep my day job and still participate in this Challenge?
ANSWER: No. The demands of this Challenge – research, workshops, travel, meetings – require a full-time
commitment, so we would advise that you do not apply if you can’t dedicate yourself 100 per cent. Building a
cleantech company is not a part-time job. The reason this program provides an annual stipend of $115,000 is so you
can focus singularly on this important mission without having to worry about covering living costs.
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If I apply, how will the information I submit be used?
ANSWER: Your privacy is immensely important to us, and we respect the need for confidentiality. If you do apply, all
of the information collected through our online application form will only be viewed by our selection committee (MaRS
advisory staff and outside technical/industry experts), Challenge support staff and jury members for the purpose of
cohort selection. Information will also be shared with Natural Resources Canada, which is funding the challenge, for
program evaluation purposes. While we encourage you to be as open as possible in your application, we would
advise against including any critically sensitive proprietary details. If you do not make it to the final cohort, your
application will be deleted unless you tell us otherwise. During the application process, we will also ask if you would
like to opt in to receive future communications about the Challenge or MaRS Discovery District, including newsletters.

If I am selected for the final cohort, will information about my research and project – i.e. intellectual
property, financial information, etc. – be kept confidential?
ANSWER: We will sign an agreement with you that will detail how your information will be treated by MaRS and
when this information might be shared, for example, with investors and potential customers/partners. Your
information will be kept confidential and will not be shared unless you have given us permission.

Do you take any equity in the projects?
ANSWER: Equity is not a requirement. At the conclusion of the Challenge we will be awarding $1M to the most
improved and likely to succeed company as selected by the jury. The terms and conditions on how the final award
will be spent will be negotiated in an advance agreement between the Challenge participants and MaRS. MaRS
Discovery District will not receive any portion of, or derive any direct benefit from, the award.

Can a single applicant submit multiple applications?
ANSWER: Yes. A single applicant can apply to the challenge to develop different projects. However, only one project
per applicant may be selected. Multiple applications cannot be submitted for the same project.

What are your selection criteria?
ANSWER: Our primary selection filter will be based on your individual strengths as a Challenge participant. We are
looking for entrepreneurial technical leaders who have the drive and ability to build a transformative technology and
lead a team in its development. We also work to ensure that the initial project concept is technically sound,
reasonably differentiated, and addresses a well-framed problem with potential for significant long-term impact.

Are applicants selected on a rolling basis, or, will project selections only begin once the application
deadline has closed?
ANSWER: Selection of applicants will begin once the application deadline has closed. Applications will not be
reviewed and selected prior to the deadline.

Do I/we have to be incorporated to apply?
ANSWER: Applicants are not required to have an incorporated entity in order to apply; however, selected participants
will be required to establish an appropriate legal entity for their project if selected to receive support through the
Challenge.

Can applicants with projects currently receiving funding from other government sources apply for the
challenge?
ANSWER: Yes, funding from multiple government sources is allowed as long as you are not seeking to cover the
same project costs with multiple government funding source. In other words, total government funding for a project
may not exceed total project costs.

Why can’t men apply for this Challenge?
ANSWER: Women are significantly under-represented in STEM (science, technology, engineering and math).
According to a 2017 report from the organization #movethedial, only 5 per cent of Canadian tech companies have a

Women Cleantech Challenge: Application Guide

9

solo female founder or CEO, and only 13 per cent have one female co-founder. This is particularly true in clean
technology, where men significantly outnumber female founders and executives. While women have an important
role to play in the clean innovation economy, research shows that they have a more difficult time raising capital, lack
an adequate support network of mentors, and face a number of other barriers that men typically don’t face. An
objective of this Challenge is to level the playing field for five high-potential women innovators, and in celebrating
their achievements, inspire an emerging generation of woman who will be key to solving some of the world’s most
daunting challenges.

Do I have to move to Toronto?
ANSWER: Participation in the program requires that you spend a considerable amount of time at MaRS Discovery
District in Toronto as part of mandatory MaRS workshops, events and meetings with advisors. While you would have
a limited travel budget built into your annual stipend, temporary relocation to the Greater Toronto Area is
recommended – but not mandatory – if you currently reside outside of Southern Ontario.

Some of my team is based outside of the Greater Toronto Area, do they also need to move?
ANSWER: No. As long as the cohort participant is located in the GTA, she can continue to work with collaborators
elsewhere.

If selected, will I remain sole owner of my intellectual property?
ANSWER: Any IP you have prior to entering the Challenge remains yours. Once you are matched with a federal lab
to support your project, ownership of any IP you generate on your own remains yours, and Natural Resources
Canada or other federal government entities (collectively “NRCan”) will own any IP developed by NRCan or its
representatives, and also any IP jointly developed with you. Before any work begins, an agreement will be put in
place outlining specifics around access to federal lab facilities, equipment or assistance from federal lab personnel.
Pursuant to that agreement, any NRCan IP generated during the development of your project is automatically
licensed to you for your use in perpetuity for commercial purposes. The federal labs do not get any rights to use your
IP after the project is over. (In the event that you want to acquire any additional rights to the federal IP, or to place
restrictions on anyone else’s use of federal IP, a separate negotiation would have to be undertaken.)

Are innovations based on AI, Blockchain or “platform” technologies eligible?
ANSWER: Yes, though the applicant must demonstrate the novel and disruptive nature of this innovation and directly
link it to environmental benefits.

Is there a screening process to ensure the technology is not infringing on other patented technology?
ANSWER: It will be the responsibility of applicants to ensure projects do not infringe on patented technologies.

Are technologies developed expected to commercialize at the end of the challenge?
ANSWER: The commercialization of technologies is not an expectation, nor a requirement. However, if an applicant
were to indicate that this is a possibility, it will certainly serve as an advantage for the applicant. Evaluation of
technologies at the end of the challenge includes overall progress on technology and business development, as well
as potential for growth.

What if I ultimately decide that a start-up is not right for me or my technology?
ANSWER: That's ok. We believe that housing your effort within an incorporated entity provides the best structure to
support you as an entrepreneurial innovator. That said, our goal from day one is to support you in finding the best
path to drive your technology concept toward impact in the marketplace. That can take many forms, from high-growth
venture to licensing or early acquisition. Or you may realize that the idea has a fatal flaw you didn't expect. In any
case, our primary goal is your personal success and with it the impact of your idea, regardless of the form that takes.
If I have other questions, who can I contact?
ANSWER: We realize there are other questions you may have that are not answered here. If you’d like to ask us
something, email info@womenincleantech.ca.
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TERMS AND CONDITIONS
All applicants to the Challenge must agree to the following rules prior to submitting their online application:
MaRS Discovery District (“MaRS”) is pleased to present the Women In Cleantech Challenge (the “Challenge”).
The Challenge is governed by the rules set out below. By entering the Challenge, you agree to abide by the rules and decisions of MaRS and
the Challenge judges. You also agree to comply with all applicable laws. The Challenge is void to the extent prohibited or restricted by law.
THE RULES
1.

The Challenge
The Challenge will be carried out in several stages, as follows:
•

The first stage will be a recruitment stage between May 10, 2018 and July 13, 2018, during which participants may provide their
applications for their proposed projects (each, a “Project”);

•

The second stage is a screening process, during which a committee will choose a minimum of 25 applicants to go on to the next
screening stage;

•

The third stage is a more intensive screening of the applicants who were chosen during the second stage. This screening process
will result in the selection of 10 finalists who will compete to become part of a final cohort of 5 women;

•

The fourth stage is the cohort selection. The 10 finalists selected to advance to the fourth stage will be required to attend a public
pitch event on or around September 18, 2018, in front of a live jury of approximately 6 jurors. A cohort of 5 participants in the
Challenge will be selected by the jury during this stage;

•

The 5 participants who are selected during the fourth stage will then participate in a 30-month program, during which they will
receive the following:

•

o

A lead business advisor and lead technical advisor to guide each participant as she develops her Project and builds her
business.

o

An opportunity to work with researchers at a federal lab facility that is matched to the participant’s specific R&D needs.

o

A business mentor to provide guidance and advice.

o

Access to the market intelligence, talent, communications and educational support services offered through MaRS.

o

French-language market and venture support via Écotech Québec.

o

An annual $115,000 stipend to cover living expenses and travel costs for program events, lab visits and strategic meetings,
allowing each innovator to dedicate 100 per cent of her time to technology development and business building.

At conclusion of the Challenge, the participant whose business has made most progress and is most likely to succeed, as selected
by the jury, will be awarded $1-million to further advance her venture with ongoing support from MaRS, subject to full compliance
with these rules. The $1 million award is also conditional upon the participant entering into a contract with MaRS, which will require
the participant to use the $1 million solely for the Project, and solely in accordance with the other terms and conditions of that
agreement.

Additional details regarding the Challenge, and the requirements and judging criteria for all entries, are described at
www.womenincleantech.ca (the “Requirements”).
2.

Dates

The first stage of the Challenge will begin on May 10, 2018 and end on July 13, 2018 at midnight Toronto time. All applications must be
received within this time period.
The second stage will commence on July 14, 2018, and is expected to take approximately two weeks.
The third stage will commence at the end of the second stage, and is expected to take approximately one month.
The fourth stage will take place on or around September 18, 2018.
The fifth stage will take place approximately 30 months after the completion of the fourth stage.
3.

How to Enter

You may enter the Challenge by registering at www.womenincleantech.ca completing and agreeing to all required contracts as described at
that link, and then submitting all documents and information described in the Requirements, including your Project proposal and other
documentation (collectively, your “Submission”). You must enter all information accurately, and you must accept the terms and conditions
displayed as part of the registration process.
Submissions must be received by MaRS on or before midnight Toronto time on July 13, 2018. Late or incomplete submissions will not be
accepted.
It is solely your responsibility to ensure that you are properly registered and entered. MaRS will not be responsible for any lost, delayed,
misdirected, illegible, incomplete, damaged or undeliverable entries, or any delay or failure to transmit, process, receive or consider entries.

Women Cleantech Challenge: Application Guide

4.

11

Fees/Expenses

You are not required to make any purchase or pay any fee to enter or win the Challenge. However, you are solely responsible for all
expenses you incur in connection with your Submission and Project.
5.

Eligibility – Entrants

You may enter the Challenge only if you are:
a)

a woman;

b)

a Canadian citizen or permanent resident of Canada;

c)

at least 18 years old or the age of majority in the province where you reside;

d)

not an employee of MaRS, or the immediate family member of any such employee;

e)

the main technology innovator and individual leading your Project;

f)

willing to dedicate yourself full-time to the Project;

g)

prepared to travel frequently for events, meetings and lab visits, including spending up to 50% of your time participating in MaRS
programs, workshops and events in Toronto;

h)

comfortable with the public nature of this Challenge (i.e. speaking with the media, appearing at events, etc.); and

i)

willing and able to incorporate your business as a Canadian corporation if accepted into the final cohort.

MaRS may at any time in its sole discretion disqualify any entrant who: does not meet the Challenge’s eligibility criteria, fails to comply with
these rules, attempts to enter the Challenge in any manner or through any means other than as described in these rules, attempts to disrupt
the Challenge or attempts to circumvent any of these rules.
6.

Your Submission and Project

Your Submission and Project must meet the criteria described in the Requirements (linked above). Some of the key requirements for the
Project are that it:
•

relates to “cleantech” which is technology that uses less material and/or energy, generates less waste, and causes less
environmental damage than the alternatives;

•

is disruptive and visionary (i.e. not incremental in nature);

•

is proprietary and/or patentable;

•

has potential to scale globally for major impact; and

•

falls within TRL2 and TRL5 on the nine-point Technology Readiness Level spectrum, with:
o

TRL2 marking the beginning of the invention process with a focus on practical applications.

o

TRL3 indicating that active R&D is taking place in a laboratory/controlled setting.

o

TRL4 being basic testing to validate the technology in a laboratory/controlled setting.

o

TRL5 showing early prototype development and testing in a simulated environment.

MaRS may disqualify any Submission or Project entry if MaRS determines in its sole discretion that the Submission or Project does not
comply with the above requirements or otherwise with these rules.
7.

Your Additional Representations and Warranties

You represent and warrant that:

8.

a)

you are the original creator of your Submission and Project;

b)

you are the sole owner of the copyright and all other rights in the Project and all content in and on the Submission and Project;

c)

MaRS and its licensees will not infringe or violate any third party’s intellectual property, privacy, personality or other rights when
MaRS and its licensees copy, display, edit, modify, transmit or otherwise use the Submission or Project in connection with the
Challenge or the publication the Challenge or any future MaRS event; and

d)

the Submission and Project meet all of the eligibility requirements set out in these rules.

Judging Process

During stage 2, MaRS’ judging committee, in its sole discretion, will select at least 25 Submissions to move to the next stage (assuming that
at least 25 Submissions comply with the Requirements). Decisions of the judges will be final and binding.
During stage 3, MaRS’ judging committee, in its sole discretion, will select at least 10 Submissions to move to the next stage. Decisions of
the judges will be final and binding.
During stage 4, MaRS’ jury of approximately 6 jurors, in its sole discretion, will select 5 Submissions to move to the next stage. Decisions of
the jury will be final and binding.
At the end of the challenge, MaRS’ jury of approximately 6 jurors, in its sole discretion, will select 1 Submission as the winner. Decisions of
the jury will be final and binding.
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Winners

Participants who have been selected to move to the next stage of the Challenge, or to be the final winner of the Challenge, will be notified by
email, or telephone. In order for a participant to move onto the next stage or be declared the final Challenge winner and be eligible for a
prize, she must have complied with, and remain in compliance with, these rules, and upon request must sign and deliver to MaRS (within 10
days after MaRS’ request) a standard declaration and release form, which may include a declaration of the participant’s compliance with
these rules, an acceptance of the prize as awarded, a publicity release, a liability release, and any other documentation that MaRS may
require. Also, to be declared the final Challenge winner, the selected participant must enter into a contract with MaRS which will require the
participant to use the $1 million solely for the Project, and solely in accordance with the other terms and conditions of that agreement.
MaRS may request valid proof of identity, residency, age and other relevant documentation, and MaRS may disqualify a participant if MaRS
determines (in its sole discretion) that the provided proof is not sufficient.
If the notification is returned as undeliverable or if a selected participant does not comply with all of the above requirements within the above
time frames, or does not otherwise comply with these rules, MaRS may disqualify the participant, and the Challenge judges may select a
replacement.
MaRS expect to announce the names of the stage 2 winners on or around July 31, 2018, the stage 3 winners on or around August 31, 2018,
the stage 4 winners on or around September 18, 2018, and the final winner on or around March 1, 2021.
The chances of winning will depend upon the number of entrants and the quality of the Submissions.
10. Prizes
There are 6 prizes to be won, with a total approximate retail value of up to $5.2 million, as follows:
•

5 prizes of $115,00 per year for 2.5 years, with a total retail value of approximately $288,000 per prize.

•

Business incubation support valued at up to $300,000 from MaRS for each of the 5 participants.

•

Federal lab support valued at up to $250,000 for each of the 5 participants.

•

1 grand prize of $1 million.

Applicants are solely responsible for any taxes that they might incur from their prizes.
All prizes must be accepted as awarded (with no substitutions), and may not be sold, transferred, or converted into cash. The winner(s) will
be solely responsible for all travel and other costs associated with obtaining or redeeming the prize(s).
MaRS will make reasonable efforts to deliver prizes to the addresses/accounts provided by entrants. However, MaRS cannot guarantee that
any prizes returned to MaRS due to non-delivery at the provided address will be re-sent to the prizewinner.
11. Cancellation
If for any reason MaRS cannot run the Challenge as planned (including as a result of bugs, tampering, unauthorized intervention, fraud,
technical failures, infection by computer virus or any other cause that corrupts, impairs or affects the administration, security, fairness,
integrity, or proper conduct of this Challenge) MaRS may cancel, modify, extend or suspend the Challenge. In that event, MaRS may award
prizes at random from among the eligible entries received up to the time of the impairment, or award no prizes.
MaRS may also disqualify any individual who tampers with or in any way corrupts the entry or judging process, or who attempts to undermine
the legitimate operation of the Challenge by cheating, hacking, deception, or other unfair practices, or by attempting to annoy, abuse,
threaten or harass any other entrants or MaRS representatives.
12. Your Licence
You will retain the intellectual property rights in your Submission and Project, except that Natural Resources Canada or other federal
government entities (collectively “NRCan”) will solely own any intellectual property rights developed in whole or in part by NRCan’s
employees, agents or contractors, including intellectual property rights you co-developed. If you are matched with an NRCan lab to support
your project, you will enter into an agreement with NRCan outlining specifics around access to federal lab facilities, equipment or assistance
from federal lab personnel. Pursuant to that agreement, any NRCan IP generated during the development of your project will be
automatically licensed to you for your use in perpetuity for commercial purposes. In the event that you want to acquire any additional rights to
the NRCan IP, or to place restrictions on anyone else’s use of the NRCan IP, a separate negotiation would have to be undertaken.
You hereby grant to MaRS the unrestricted, royalty-free, perpetual, irrevocable, worldwide, sub-licensable, assignable, licence (but not the
obligation) to reproduce, communicate, modify, display, transmit, publicly perform, make derivative works from, and otherwise use the
Submission and Project (in whole or in part) without any fee or other form of compensation, and without further notification or permission, for
the following purposes:
a)

administering the Challenge;

b)

identifying you by name as the creator of the Submission and Project;

c)

displaying the winning entries in the Challenge; and

d)

advertising in any media, including to advertise the Challenge, future Challenges, and MaRS’ products and services.

13. DISCLAIMERS, LIABILITY AND INDEMNIFICATION
MARS DOES NOT ACCEPT LIABILITY FOR ANY LOSS OR DAMAGE OF ANY PROJECT OR FOR ANY OTHER LOSS OR DAMAGE
RESULTING DIRECTLY OR INDIRECTLY FROM YOUR PARTICIPATION IN THE CHALLENGE OR YOUR RECEIPT, USE OR
REDEMPTION OF ANY PRIZE(S), OR YOUR INABILITY TO RECEIVE, USE OR REDEEM ANY PRIZE(S).
MARS IS NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR: (1) INCORRECT OR INACCURATE TRANSCRIPTION OF ENTRY INFORMATION OR LATE, LOST,
INCOMPLETE, MISDIRECTED ENTRIES, OR ENTRIES RECEIVED THROUGH IMPERMISSIBLE OR ILLEGITIMATE CHANNELS; (2)
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TECHNICAL FAILURES OF ANY KIND, INCLUDING THE MALFUNCTIONING OF ANY TELEPHONE, COMPUTER, NETWORK,
HARDWARE OR SOFTWARE; (3) THE UNAVAILABILITY OR INACCESSIBILITY OF ANY SERVICE; (4) UNAUTHORIZED HUMAN
INTERVENTION IN ANY PART OF THE ENTRY PROCESS OR THE CHALLENGE; (5) ELECTRONIC OR HUMAN ERROR WHICH MAY
OCCUR IN THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE CHALLENGE OR THE PROCESSING OF ENTRIES; OR (6) ANY INJURY OR DAMAGE TO
PERSONS OR PROPERTY, INCLUDING YOUR COMPUTER, WHICH MAY BE CAUSED, DIRECTLY OR INDIRECTLY, IN WHOLE OR IN
PART, FROM YOUR PARTICIPATION IN THE CHALLENGE OR FROM DOWNLOADING OR USING ANY MATERIAL PROVIDED BY
MARS.
MARS WILL NOT BE LIABLE TO YOU FOR ANY INDIRECT, SPECIAL, CONSEQUENTIAL, OR PUNITIVE DAMAGES IN CONNECTION
WITH THE CHALLENGE OR THESE RULES.
YOU HEREBY RELEASE AND AGREE TO INDEMNIFY AND HOLD HARMLESS MARS AND ITS EMPLOYEES, DIRECTORS,
OFFICERS, AFFILIATES, AGENTS, JUDGES AND ADVERTISING AND PROMOTIONAL AGENCIES FROM ANY AND ALL DAMAGES,
INJURIES, CLAIMS, CAUSES OF ACTIONS, LIABILITY OR LOSSES OF ANY KIND (INCLUDING ACTUAL LEGAL FEES AND
EXPENSES), KNOWN OR UNKNOWN, ABSOLUTE OR CONTINGENT, NOW OR IN THE FUTURE ARISING FROM OR RELATED TO:
(A) YOUR FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH ANY OF THESE RULES; (B) ANY MISREPRESENTATION YOU MAKE UNDER THESE RULES
OR OTHERWISE TO MARS; (C) YOUR PARTICIPATION IN THE CHALLENGE; OR (D) YOUR RECEIPT, USE OR REDEMPTION OF
ANY PRIZE, OR YOUR INABILITY TO RECEIVE, USE OR REDEEM ANY PRIZE.
14. Personal Information Consent
All information you disclose in connection with the Challenge will be viewed by MaRS and its selection committee (which includes outside
technical/industry experts and advisors), and by jury members. It will be used to assess your eligibility to participate in the Challenge, to
evaluate your application, and to administer the Challenge, and it will be disclosed to Natural Resources Canada (which is funding the
challenge) for program evaluation purposes. MaRS may also use your name, photograph, home town and the information in the biography
you submitted to MaRS for the purpose of promoting the Challenge and any future challenges. While you are encouraged to be as open as
possible in your application, MaRS advises against providing any sensitive information. If you do not make it to the final cohort, your
application will be deleted except as required by law. YOU HEREBY CONSENT TO MARS USING AND DISCLOSING YOUR PERSONAL
INFORMATION FOR THE PURPOSES DESCRIBED ABOVE.
15. Law
The Rules will be governed by and construed in accordance with the laws of the Province of Ontario, Canada and the federal laws of Canada
applicable in Ontario.
16. Disputes
All disputes, claims and causes of action arising out of or connected with the Challenge, prizes or these rules will be resolved individually,
without resort to any form of class action, and exclusively by the appropriate court of the Province of Ontario, Canada.
17. Further Information
For more information please contact:
MaRS Discovery District
MaRS Centre, South Tower
101 College Street, Suite 100
Toronto, Ontario
M5G 1L7
Asvini Keerawella
akeerawella@marsdd.com
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PARTNERS

MaRS Discovery District
MaRS is the world's largest urban innovation hub. Occupying 1.5 million
square feet of space in downtown Toronto, MaRS helps entrepreneurs
launch and grow successful companies by connecting them with the critical
talent, capital and customer networks needed to scale into international
markets. Since MaRS opened in 2005, ventures in the MaRS ecosystem
have raised over $3.5 billion in capital and generated over $1.8 billion in
revenue, and today these companies employ thousands of people in the
Health, Cleantech, Fintech, and Work & Learning sectors.
Natural Resources Canada – Clean Tech Impact
Delivered by Natural Resources Canada, Clean Tech Impact is focused on
unlocking breakthrough clean technology solutions to complex and persistent
problems. Starting in early 2018, a series of prize-based challenges will be
launched in collaboration with the private, academic, and non-governmental
sectors to significantly advance a range of clean technology applications and
accelerate our journey towards a cleaner future.
Écotech Québec
Écotech Québec mobilizes key players of Quebec’s green economy to
create the most favorable conditions for the development and growth of
companies, and encourages end-users to increase the deployment of clean
technologies. As an organization, Écotech Québec brings together all key
decision makers in Quebec’s cleantech sector: innovators, R&D centres, big
business, academia, trade unions and related associations. In partnership
key players from Québec, Canada and the world, Écotech Québec
contributes to the development of clean technologies from all of Québec's
regions.

CONTACT US
For more information, please contact:
Asvini Keerawella
Program Manager
Women In Cleantech Challenge
info@womenincleantech.ca

